The ABC’s of Kindergarten
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Attendance and Absences: School hours are 7:45-2:15.  

All parents will be contacted by the teacher after five absences, by the school after ten absences and by a social worker after fifteen absences, regardless of the reason for the absence.
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Birthdays: Students may bring in a snack for the class on their birthday during lunch.  Please do not send party invitations to school.  Use the class phone and address list and send them through the mail.
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Communication:  E-mail is best for parent communication with me. I try to over communicate what is going on in the classroom and in the building. Watch for photos and news on Class Dojo. I will TRY to update my blog weekly and send weekly curriculum updates. 
Class Dojo: please download the application when you receive the link. You will love receiving photos updates from your kids and I. You may want to update the settings on your application to turn off alerts for positive behavior points- We try to give A LOT of points. 
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Discipline: We focus on positive behavior! We use Class Dojo to reward children. Sometimes, children can lose Dojo Points. We try very hard NOT to take points away. I make it very clear what they lost points for when they are taken away.
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Entering the Classroom: Your child will enter the classroom and unpack. We try to teach students responsibility. They will be responsible for unpacking their snack, folder and lunch. Of course, we will be teaching these routines for the first few weeks/months of school.
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Field trips: Kindergarten participates in several in-school field trips throughout the year.  We also bring in the Wellstar program to support our health curriculum. We also plan on traveling to the Art Barn this fall! 
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Grades: Grades are assigned as follows:

Academic Achievement:  3+: Exceeds, 3: Meets, 2.Progressing, 1: Does not meet 

Learning Skills and Behavior:  S: Successful, 
P:Progressing, N: Needs improvement – Report cards are administered at the end of each nine weeks. You will also receive progress reports at each 4.5 week mark. 
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Homework: Kindergarten students work hard all day at school!  We think it’s important for them to have plenty of play time after school. The only homework that will be assigned is for the parents to read with their child.  We will send an OPTIONAL monthly homework calendar with fun activities. Also, “popcorn” or sight words will be introduced weekly, so practice and review these at home as well.  
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 Inclement Weather:  These days are few and far between in Georgia! Please remember how you want your child to go home in case we have to release early. Remember there will be no ASP when we have an Emergency dismissal.
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 Jewelry and appropriate clothing:  We go outside to play every day that the weather allows.  Please make sure that your child is dressed for the 
temperature and wearing comfortable shoes.  Jewelry is best kept at home.
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Kindergarten:  Kindergarten is not what it used to be!  Students will be learning to read, write, add, subtract and count to 100 to name just a few.    

We have rest time each day for the first months of school.  Your children will grow and change right before your eyes this year!
[image: image12.png]


Lunch: The cost of a student lunch is $2.15 and $3.25 for adults. Students are encouraged to pre-pay for their lunches for a week or a month at a time.  Kindergarteners may buy ice cream on Fridays with parent permission.  Parents are welcome to come for lunch after the first two weeks of school.
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Medications and Illnesses: If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are fever-free for 24 hours.  If your child requires medication at school, you will need to bring it into the clinic and fill out the appropriate paperwork for the nurse to administer it.
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Never feel uncomfortable contacting me. WE ARE A TEAM! I want to help your child be successful, we will work together this year to make this happen!
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Organization:  We will work on this skill throughout the year.  You can help us with this at home by checking your child’s folder each day and returning any permission slips or forms that are required.
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Parent Involvement:  Research has shown that students who have parents that are involved in their education do much better in school than those whose parents are not.  Please take advantage of the many volunteer opportunities we have in our classroom.  Your child loves to see you come in for Craft Fun, Mystery Reader and special parties/centers!  If you are not available during the school day, you can be involved by reading with your child at home each night.
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Questions:  Your child experiences a lot during the day that they are often unable to relay to you at home.  If you ever have questions or concerns about things that are happening in the classroom, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
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Report Cards and Rubrics- Report cards will come home every nine weeks. You will receive a copy of the rubric used to determine your child’s grades with the first report card.
   Restroom and Water Breaks:  Bathroom accidents are not uncommon, especially in the beginning of the year.  We take frequent bathroom breaks as a class and your child may use the bathroom at any time.  You may want to keep a change of clothes in your child’s backpack until they acclimate to our school routines.  Students may also get water from the water fountain as needed, but if you would like to send in a water bottle please write your child’s name on it.
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Shoe Tying:  If your child doesn’t know how to tie his/her own shoes, please teach them this skill. 

Snack:  Our students are creatures of habit. We will have snack every day. Even early release days. Please send a healthy snack every day. We will keep plain cheerios or saltines for days you forgot your snack! 
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Transportation:  This one is a biggie so read carefully!!  Your child MUST have a note to permit them any changes in their normal transportation home. Please do not email transportation changes, I may not be able to check emails during the school day, may not be at school, or the server may be down. You must call the office with transportation changes during the school day. If there is a question and we cannot contact you to confirm the change, your child will be kept in ASP.  This is for the safety of your child!!
   Tuesday Folders: Tuesday is our school-wide day for sending home notes and reminders from the PTA, principal or teacher.  Please be sure to check the 
red folder and remove any papers that need to stay at home. 
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Units:  Our science and social studies units will be integrated with our reading and writing instruction.  The standards are called Georgia Standards of Excellence.
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Volunteers- Volunteers will be organized using the sign-up sheets. Our room mom will email volunteers each month to remind you of your dates.  You will also receive a copy of the dates you signed up for as well as a brief description of each volunteer opportunity.
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Web Page:  Please visit our class web page for important information and class events. It will be updated regularly.
   Welcome Desk:  Please sign in at the Welcome Desk when you visit Rocky Mount.  You will be given a visitor’s badge that you must wear throughout the 
 building.  Lunchroom visitors can meet us at the cafeteria. 
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Excused Absences:  Your child will need a note within 3 days after an absence in order for it to be excused.  
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Yearly Conferences:  Conferences will be held once this year in October.  You may schedule a meeting with me at any time to discuss your child’s progress.
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Zippers, Buttons, and Snaps:  Students should be able to fasten these without assistance.  
Rocky Mount

indergarten            ocks!

